The Anchor, Volume 127.11: November 20, 2013 by Hope College
Hope College 
Hope College Digital Commons 
The Anchor: 2013 The Anchor: 2010-2019 
11-20-2013 
The Anchor, Volume 127.11: November 20, 2013 
Hope College 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.hope.edu/anchor_2013 
 Part of the Library and Information Science Commons 
Recommended Citation 
Repository citation: Hope College, "The Anchor, Volume 127.11: November 20, 2013" (2013). The Anchor: 
2013. Paper 11. 
https://digitalcommons.hope.edu/anchor_2013/11 
Published in: The Anchor, Volume 127, Issue 11, November 20, 2013. Copyright © 2013 Hope College, 
Holland, Michigan. 
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the The Anchor: 2010-2019 at Hope College Digital 
Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in The Anchor: 2013 by an authorized administrator of Hope College 
Digital Commons. For more information, please contact digitalcommons@hope.edu. 
Vol. 127
No. 11
Hope College w Holland, MichiganNovember 20, 2013 w Since 1887 “Spera In Deo”
Got a story idea?  Let us know at anchor@hope.edu, or call us at 395-7877.
   What’s InsIde World  3 VoIces  8
Celebration of Culture
IMAGES: A Reflection of Culture is an annual performance that showcases not only the in-
ternational but also the multicultural aspect of Hope College. Like every year, it took place 
in the Knickerbocker Theatre and was indeed a show that everyone was looking forward to; 
the lack of seats in the whole theater was solid evidence of that. With over 10 dances, skits 
and vocal performances, IMAGES yet again demonstrated the variety of cultures that exist 
at Hope. The two emcees, Emma Stewart (’15) and Idil Ozer (’16), were excellent at enter-
taining the crowd and keeping them excited about the performances all night. Like every 
year, the Office of International Education managed to raise money during the show which 
this year will be given to the typhoon relief efforts in the Philippines.
Photos Courtesy of Kent state university
Hope students 
explore activism
TRUE LOVE— At left, President Lester A. Lefton and wife Linda with the bronze squirrel bust 
they donated in 2009. At right, students celebrate the unveiling in Kent State’s student center.
The Office of Multicultural 
Education, Hope College
see GLCA, pAGe 2
Reactions to the GLCA’s Student 
of Color Leadership Conference
It appears that Hope College 
is not the only college campus 
with a love/hate relationship 
with black squirrels. In fact, re-
cent sources have divulged that 
Kent State University in Kent, 
Ohio adores the black squirrel so 
much that it has been adopted as 
the school’s unofficial mascot for 
the last 52 years.
Black squirrels were first in-
troduced to Kent State in 1961 
as a part of “Operation Black 
Squirrel,” a mission spearhead-
ed by Larry Wooddell, then the 
campus ground superintendent, 
and “Biff” Staples, a retired 
Davey Tree employee. Wood-
dell in particular was taken by 
the black squirrel when on a 
trip to Chardon, Ohio in the 
1950s. Due to natural selec-
arts  5 sports  11Features  7
Mustache Madness
More than halfway through No-Shave November, The 
Anchor checks in on Hope’s hairy participants.
FEATURES
Page 7
‘Thor: The Dark World’





Football falls to Albion in dramatic fashion for MIAA 
Championship title.
Page 12
Recently, a group of Hope 
students went to the Great Lakes 
Colleges Association (GLCA) 
Student of Color Leadership 
Conference (SOCLC). It was 
held at Denison University, and 
this year’s theme was Picture 
This:  21st Century Scholar-
Activism. This conference helps 
students understand various 
topics, issues and perspectives 
of diversity and inclusion. Below 
are some of the reflections from 
students who attended the con-
ference: 
“My favorite part of the 
GLCA conference was the mov-
ie and Q & A session with Cur-
tis Chin,” Katelyn Wescoat (’15) 
said. “Being able to ask questions 
to a prominent Asian American 
activist so closely involved in 
creating a film about the seminal 
Vincent Chin case was a unique 
experience I will always remem-
ber and value.”
“This year was my second 
year attending the GLCA con-
ference,” Sarah Harvin (’16) 
said. “At the end of last year’s 
conference, I was already anx-
iously awaiting this year’s. The 
conference, for me, is a perfect 
opportunity to get together with 
brilliant student leaders/activ-
ists to talk about the change we 
would like to be and see in the 
world. There’s nothing more sat-
isfying, as a student of color, to 
walk into a room of students and 
not feel like a fish out of water. 
Black squirrels
celebrated in Ohio
Kent State University’s black 
squirrels are highly honored
Claire Johnson
CamPus news Co-editor
Photos by Liz martin
SPOTTED— Black squirrels pause in action around Hope’s campus to pose for the camera.
tion, the black squirrel died out 
in the area; however, Wooddell 
found them too fascinating to 
lose. Thus, “Operation Black 
Squirrel” originated. In 1961, 
after months of communication 
between Canadian and United 
States governments, Wooddell 
and Staples picked up 10 black 
squirrels from Canadian Wild-
life authorities. These 10 squir-
rels were released on the cam-
pus of Kent State and the black 
squirrel population has been 
thriving ever since.
Each fall, Kent State cele-
brates its aquisition of the black 
squirrel with the university’s 
Black Squirrel Festival. This year 
was the 32nd annual event. Or-
ganized by Kent Student Cen-
ter Programming, the event at-
tracts more than 3,000 visitors 
see sQUIRReL, pAGe 10
Hope proudly displays talent in annual IMAGES performance
Photos Courtesy of hoPe Pr
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This Week aT hope
Wednesday          Nov. 20 
Alpha Phi Omega Blood Drive
Maas Center, 12-5 p.m.
Friday          Nov. 22 
SAC Presents Pinterest Night
The Kletz, 8 p.m.
Sunday          Nov. 24 
Final Gathering of the 
Semester
Dimnent Chapel, 8 p.m.
Tuesday          Nov. 26 
President and Mrs. Knapp’s 
Christmas Event
The President’s House, 7 p.m.
Love, Sex & Dating Series




Hope College’s chapter of 
Mortar Board was recently 
recognized as an outstanding 
Mortar Board chapter at the 
2013 Mortar Board National 
Conference in Atlanta, Ga. 
Hope’s Mortar Board was named 
a finalist for the Ruth Weimer 
Mount Chapter Excellence 
Award, the most prestigious 
award for a collegiate chapter 
and one that Hope won in 2010. 
Winners are chosen based upon 
chapter operations, campus 
visibility, member participation, 
advising, communication and 
chapter projects. Although Hope 
is ineligible to win the award 
again until 2015, that has not 
stopped Hope’s Mortar Board 
from being a finalist almost every 
year. This year, Hope also took 
home the Golden Torch Award, 
which is presented to the most 
successful chapters of Mortar 
Board nationwide. Additionally, 
Hope received nearly 20 Project 
Excellence awards for campus 
events such as Relay for Life 
and the Last Lecture Series. 
Mortar Board was founded in 
1918 as the premier national 
honor society recognizing 
college seniors for outstanding 
achievement in scholarship, 
leadership and service.
HOPE STUDENTS EXCEL
Around 30 Hope College 
students contributed to the 
seventh annual West Michigan 
Regional Undergraduate Science 
Conference last weekend in Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Hope has often 
been nationally recognized for its 
superior research programs, most 
recently in the “Best Colleges” 
guide of the “U.S. News & World 
Report” as one of eight liberal 
arts institutions nationwide 
that provides outstanding 
undergraduate research/creative 
project opportunities. More than 
160 students each year contribute 
to Hope’s research program.
The ANchor
Chaplain chit-chat
Photo by Nick byma
LOVE, SEX & DATING SERIES— Discussing real-life 
questions in an informal, comfortable setting. Pictured 
here are Hope’s cool, confident Chaplains, Dan and Grace 
Claus. Take a look at the calendar featured on this page for 
the next meeting time and place.
all Photos by moNica Dwyer
PARTICIPANTS RAISE $59,847.43— The 11th annual 
Relay for Life event, held Nov. 15-16, was yet again a smash-
ing success as a fundraiser for the American Cancer Society. 
Above and below are images of the all-night event.
SOCLC conference generates 
inspiration for Hope activists
w GLCA, from page 1
Everyone could relate to me, and 
I to them. I was amazed at the 
connections I could make in just 
under two days.”
“GLCA was a phenomenal 
event that more Hope students 
should participate in,” Roude-
land “Rudy” Metellus (’16) said. 
“I was amazed by the mass 
amounts of knowledge my peers 
had from different schools and 
how many of us shared similar 
experiences. It was an enlight-
ening experience of how stu-
dents of color could be student 
activists on their campuses and 
make actual differences in other 
people’s lives. I really appreciate 
what I learned and how I will be 
able to apply my knowledge to 
the Hope College community. 
GLCA was great and I am so ex-
cited to go again next year.”
“I attended the post-racial 
America session,” Ashton Shel-
ton (’15) said. “If we take a look 
at the world, for example with 
the Obama administration 
and all the work that has been 
done so far, can we say that we 
are post-racial yet? Have we as 
a society realized our recently 
passed summer of discontent? 
Have we been paying attention 
to recent issues such as the Af-
firmative Action case, the Paula 
Deen scandal, the rolling back of 
the Voters Rights Act, the Tray-
von Martin hearing, and the 
recent disparities in food and 
welfare domestically? How does 
social media impact all of this? 
How can the U.S. become post-
racial? What are the next steps 
for college students? How do 
they become activists of these 
issues on their campuses?”
The GLCA SOCLC is an an-
nual event and is open to any 
student who wishes to attend. 
If you want more information, 
please contact ome@hope.edu.
With all the work that 
has been done thus 
far, can we say that 
we are post-racial 
yet? What are the 
next steps for college 
students? How do 
they become activ-






Relay for Life marches on
Hope throws an uppercut in the fight against cancer
It’s official, the new World 
Trade Center does measure up. 
One World Trade Center, of-
ten referred to as New York’s 
Freedom Tower and the largest 
building in the redevelopment 
of the Trade Center complex, is 
now officially the tallest building 
in the United States at a symbol-
ic 1,776 feet. 
Although measuring the 
height of a skyscraper would 
seem relatively straightforward, 
there was much controversy 
leading up to the official ruling 
announced on Nov. 17 by the 
Council on Tall Buildings and 
Urban Habitat (CTBUH).
The CTBUH, a non-profit 
council based at the Illinois In-
stitute of Technology in Chica-
go, determines the heights of tall 
buildings and also maintains an 
official database. 
Controversy revolved around 
whether a 408-foot needle atop 
the One World Trade Center 
would be counted in the total 
height of the tower. This 408-
foot spire contains broadcast 
equipment that will eventually 
broadcast local radio and TV 
station signals to the city below. 
The CTBUH has traditionally 
not included the height of an-
tenna when measuring the offi-
cial height of a building. 
The council reasons that 
antennas and flag poles are 
“functional-technical equip-
ment subject to change” and not 
necessarily part of a building’s 
permanent design.  The rule was 
also likely created to prevent 
building owners from compet-
ing for the title of tallest building 
by simply installing even larger 
antennas.  
In the tower’s original design, 
architects included a decora-
tive fiberglass and steal sheath 
for the building’s needle. The 
covering would undoubtedly 
have made the spire an archi-
tectural element of the building 
that counted toward its official 
height. 
However, after the project 
went significantly over budget, 
the building’s owners, the Port 
Authority of New York and New 
Jersey and developer Douglas 
Durst, cited maintenance con-
cerns and announced in May 
2012 that the spire’s outer cov-
ering would not be installed. 
The decision left only the sharp 
metal interior antenna. The de-
cision reportedly saved over $20 
million in construction costs.
Without a covering, the of-
ficial height of the building was 
cast into doubt. If the antenna 
was considered merely a piece 
of functional equipment, then 
the building would be measured 
only to the height of its roof at 
1,368 feet, which exactly match-
es the height of the old World 
Trade Center destroyed by the 
terrorist attacks on Sept. 11, 
2001.  
That height (1,368 feet) is 
considerably shorter than the 
official architectural height of 
Chicago’s Willis Tower (for-
merly the Sears Tower), which 
is a towering 1,451 feet, mean-
ing the new World Trade Center 
would not capture the title of 
tallest building in the country.
To the relief of New Yorkers, 
the council ruled in their favor, 
saying that the needle “was in 
fact a ‘spire’ - a ‘vertical element 
that completes the architectural 
expression of the building and is 
intended as permanent.’” 
Upon completion, which is 
expected in early 2014, One 
World Trade Center will official-
ly become the tallest occupied 
structure within the U.S. and the 
third largest in the world. It will 
also show the world that New 
York has risen from the ashes 
bigger and bolder than ever.
Emotions and water levels are 
running high in the Philippines 
this week. On Nov. 8, a deadly 
typhoon swept across the shores 
of the Eastern Philippines, 
devastating six central islands 
along the way. 
The storm, named Typhoon 
Haiyan, has been deemed one 
of the most tragic in history on 
the islands. Haiyan is said to 
have had 3.5 times the power 
of Hurricane Katrina and 
contained a wall of water that 
reached heights of 15 feet in 
some places. 
This wave caused a large 
amount of the initial damage and 
flooding when it hit the shores 
and the surrounding towns. 
One northwestern town, Baco, 
is almost 80 percent underwater. 
Philippine Secretary of 
the Interior said, “Imagine a 
situation where from zero power, 
light, water, communication, 
nothing you have to build the 
social infrastructures as well as 
the physical infrastructures for 
275,000.” 
The concern for recovery 
is real, and many government 
officials have growing concerns 
as the days pass. By mid-Friday, 
the death tolls were reported 
at 2,360 and rising. Some 
say this number may double 
when bodies are recovered in 
Tacloban, where thousands 
more are presumed dead.
In addition, 3,850 were 
injured and approximately 80 
are still missing. Survivors are 
struggling to obtain access 
to food, water and shelter. 
Hospitals are quickly running 
out of supplies and food is scarce 
throughout community shelters. 
Over 2 million people are in 
need of better nourishment. 
The Philippine government 
has made the food crisis a 
top priority and have called 
on outside sources for help. 
U.S. Marines, The European 
Commission and the U.K. Rapid 
Response Facility are among the 
many who have answered the 
call. 
Humanitarians and Peace 
Corps members have also taken 
action. Relief is a challenge 
since communication and travel 
are limited. Many roads are 
unable to be travelled due to the 
immense amount of debris in 
the area. Airports are a source 
of hope for many, some of which 
may be able to offer flights out 
of the city. 
Unfortunately, the airports 
themselves are also in turmoil 
and these flights are limited. 
Recently, competition for 
resources has led to increased 
violence. 
Many are concerned about 
not only the fighting that has 
resulted out of necessity, but 
of the many escaped convicts 
that are now on the loose. As 
physical and emotional terrors 
continue, many civilians are 
feeling hopeless. 
One woman expressed her 
thoughts: “I have no house. I 
have no clothes. I don’t know 
how I will restart my life. I don’t 
know what happened to us. We 
are appealing for help. Whoever 
has a good heart, I appeal to you 
please help Guiuan.” 
As aid efforts continue, let 
us hope that these words will 
inspire those who are willing 
and able to help the people of 
the Philippine Islands. 
Donate to the Red Cross of 
the Philippines at the following 
address: redcross.org.ph/donate
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Turmoil results from record typhoon
Trade Center declared tallest building in U.S.
Brianna Cherry
Staff Writer
TRAGIC DESTRUCTION— Damaged houses lie in a flooded area in this aerial photo taken 
from a Philippine Air Force helicopter in typhoon-ravaged Leyte province, central Philippines, 
on Monday, Nov. 18. Hundreds of thousands of people were displaced by Typhoon Haiyan, which 
tore across several islands in the eastern Philippines on Nov. 8.
Photo CourteSy of the aSSoCiated PreSS
Alex Belica
World NeWS Co-editor
Photo CourteSy of Wikimedia CommoNS
RISING UP— The spire of 
One World Trade Center under 
construction in April 2013. 
The building is expected to 
open early next year.
World’s Top 5 
Tallest Buildings
1. Burj Khalifa (2,717 ft.)
      Dubai, UAE
2. Makkah Royal Clock      
Tower Hotel (1,971 ft.) 
    Mecca,  Saudi Arabia
3. One World Trade 
Center (1,776 ft.)
    New York, U.S.
4. Taipei 101 (1,670 ft.)
     Taipei, Taiwan
5. Shanghai World Fi-
nancial Center (1,614 ft.)
     Shanghai, China
With the start of the 21st 
century upon us, private colleg-
es in the United States are fac-
ing a crisis unlike anything they 
have before. New data suggests 
that as we head into the next 
30 years, enrollment in many of 
our private colleges will decline, 
leaving many struggling to sur-
vive. 
According to a report by the 
Wall Street Journal, data ob-
tained over the last few years 
since the Great Recession 
showed that from 2010 through 
2012, freshman enrollment at 
more than a quarter of private 
four-year schools declined 10 
percent or more. During the 
2006 through 2009 years, fewer 
than one in five had experienced 
a similar decline. 
In response to this, schools 
are closing, laying off staff, ini-
tiating cutbacks, merging with 
other colleges and implement-
ing new recruitment strategies. 
Unfortunately some still see 
signs on the horizon that point 
to a certain reduction in private 
colleges. 
“I think it’s fair to say 30 per-
cent of these private schools 
won’t exist in a decade,” said 
Jonathan Henry, vice president 
for enrollment at Husson Uni-
versity, a private school in Ban-
gor, Maine.
Furthermore, while enroll-
ment has generally increased 
during good times and fallen 
during times of economic hard 
ships, there are long-term 
trends that point to hard times 
for these schools. At the same 
time, a nationwide decline in 
the number of graduating high 
school seniors, brought about by 
demographic shifts with an ag-
ing population, has compound-
ed things further. 
It does not help that the ris-
ing costs of college are more 
than triple the inflation rate and 
a soft job market is deterring 
many from seeking more stu-
dent debt with persisently stag-
nant wages. Except for the most 
selective colleges, these dynam-
ics have squeezed most private 
and public schools. Those pri-
vate colleges in the “mid-tier” 
category that have lower endow-
ments and high tuitions appear 
to be the most vulnerable.
As a result, schools have been 
galvanized to hunt for financial 
efficiency. Many private schools 
are joining teaching consortias 
to share costs and outsoure non-
core services. 
However, more and more 
small colleges are consolidating, 
with an astonishing 45 merg-
ers between 2010 and October 
of this year. Others are raising 
prices on those that can afford 
it, hoping to generate more 
revenue while offering deeper 
discounts for others. Some are 
abandoning their own identity 
and tradition with the elimina-
tion of single-sex criteria and 
outreaching to other minority 
groups. 
By and large, we have wit-
nessed the growth of the most 
prestigious and expansive higher 
education system in the world. 
This boom was bound to come 
to an end. The American Uni-
versity as we know it will never 
be the same. Those that are po-
sitioned for success will survive 
and those that are not will fade 
into the fabric of history. 
But, as we progress into the 
next century, some schools 
could be hard-pressed to find 
ways to remain relevant in an 
interconnected world where in-
finite knowledge is just one click 
away. 
The future of information 
seems brighter for those seek-
ing to be educated, but it comes 
with a price. Sometimes that 
price is the loss of institutions 
that we care so much about.
WORLD November 20, 20134 The ANchor
China’s leaders hold key meeting
Last week the People’s 
Republic of China convened 
one of its most important 
government summits. At the 
secluded Jingxi Hotel in western 
Beijing, the members of the 
Communist Party’s Central 
Committee convened in an 
approximately yearly meeting 
called a plenum. The Central 
Committee is composed of all 
of the top policymakers in the 
People’s Republic of China; 
its members simultaneously 
serve as governors, executives, 
strategists and policymakers 
throughout the country. To 
observers both inside and 
outside of China, this is a unique 
chance to see what political and 
economic directions China will 
take in the near future.
Within the party’s 
hierarchical decision-making 
system, only members of the 
Central Committee are able to 
debate and make policy for the 
entire country. Because Central 
Committee meetings are 
difficult to organize more than 
once a year, the regular business 
of governing the country is left 
to the weekly meetings of the 
seven-man Politburo Standing 
Committee. The Politburo 
Standing Committee, led by 
the party’s General Secretary, 
Xi Jinping, has its executive 
decisions reviewed monthly by 
the full 75-member Politburo. 
The Politburo in turn convenes 
the 376-member Central 
Committee in order to debate 
key policy changes for China’s 1 
billion citizens.
Last week’s plenum was the 
third plenum of the Central 
Committee since the beginning 
of Xi Jinping’s administration. 
Because the first two plenums 
of an administration are mostly 
devoted to confirming state and 
party officeholders, the third 
plenums are where historically 
big decisions have been made. It 
was at the third plenum of 1978 
that Deng Xiaoping became the 
informal leader of the country, 
did away with Maoism and 
began China’s transition toward 
a market economy. 
Much has changed since 
the days of Deng Xiaoping, 
who retired when China 
was experiencing a record 
14 percent GDP growth. For 
president Xi Jinping and his 
premier Li Keqiang, there has 
been considerable pressure to 
engage in further reforms such 
as ending discriminatory loans 
to state-owned enterprises.
As China’s GDP growth 
slackens, it has become 
increasingly clear that some 
kind of reform will be necessary 
to maintain the legitimacy of the 
Communist Party. What form 
this reform should take, however, 
is a question that divides even 
the Central Committee itself. 
Though China is a one-party 
state, the system in place has 
been referred to as “one party, 
two factions.” 
One faction, led by President 
Xi, tends to favor free trade, 
export and for accelerated 
growth for the coastal regions. 
Xi’s faction includes many 
“princelings,” children of former 
Central Committee members 
who have grown up in the 
system. 
The other faction, including 
Premier Li and former 
president Hu Jintao, has been 
more focused on balanced 
growth, harmonious society 
and spreading wealth to inland 
regions. Though this system 
allows for different views to 
be heard within the collective 
leadership, the culture of the 
party is still heavily reliant on 
consensus, which can cause 
problems for independent-
minded party politicians like the 
now infamous Bo Xilai. Though 
a princeling himself, Bo Xilai 
engaged in a radical populist 
style of leadership during his 
time as governor of Chongqing. 
Bo won popularity by cracking 
down on organized crime and 
organized Maoist-style mass 
rallies. 
Many in the party feared 
Bo intended to seize power. 
Bo’s eventual downfall from 
corruption charges has 
produced mixed reactions from 
the Chinese public. Though 
imprisoned, Bo has galvanized 
his followers to found a new 
political party: Zhi Xian 
“Constitution is Supreme Party.” 
By forming such a party, 
Bo’s followers have put 
themselves on the side of China 
“constitutionalists,” activists 
who want to reform China by 
pressuring the Communist Party 
to obey its own constitution. In 
the past, those who have tried 
to set up opposition parties 
have been jailed. As the Central 
Committee’s Plenum works 
and President Xi presents his 
policies, it remains to be seen if 
the party’s reforms will allow for 
debate outside its “One party, 
two factions” comfort zone.
Timothy Cook
Guest Writer
LET’S MAKE THIS HAPPEN— Members of the Politburo Standing Committee stand and 
applaud. This has been seen as a unique chance to see how China might make political deci-
sions in the near future.
Photo Courtesy of AssoCiAted Press
Enrollment decline at private colleges
Andrew Gomez-Seoane
stAff Writer
Photo Courtesy of WAll street JournAl online
IT’S DROPPING— The table shows how the enrollment has been on a decrease as the tuition 




with the increase 
in cost?
Pictures of blue telephone 
boxes are popping up around 
campus. Your geekier friends 
(the same ones who cower 
whenever they see statuary or 
gas masks) are making cryptic 
countdown posts on Facebook. 
You overhear strange coded con-
versations about “Daleks,” “The 
TARDIS,” “sonic screwdrivers” 
and the merits and attractive-
ness of certain numbers (just re-
member: 9 is fantastic, 10 is hot 
and 11 is a giraffe). Tremble in 
fear, ye denizens of Hope, for the 
“Doctor Who” 50th anniversary 
episode is nigh at hand.
Perhaps a bit of explanation is 
in order. “Doctor Who” is a BBC 
science-fiction TV show about 
a human-looking alien called 
The Doctor who travels through 
space and time in a blue box 
called the TARDIS. 
In their travels, The Doc-
tor and his human companions 
meet historical figures, fight 
aliens and save the world (all 
worlds, really, but mostly ours). 
Every time he is about to die he 
regenerates into a new form, en-
abling a new actor to take the 
role. The system has obviously 
worked because the show is cur-
rently on its 11th doctor.
The show started in 1963, al-
though most people in the Unit-
ed States are more familiar with 
the 2005 revival. Not a big sci-fi 
fan? Don’t worry, there’s some-
thing here for everyone. 
Full of malevolent manne-
quins, dinosaurs on spaceships, 
Vincent Van Gogh and Agatha 
Christie (complete with a mur-
der mystery), man-eating librar-
ies and “the triumph of intelli-
gence and romance over brute 
force and cynicism,” “Doctor 
Who” is fun, clever, fast-paced 
and more than a little scary.
The one-off special stars 
Matt Smith (the Eleventh Doc-
tor), Jenna Coleman (compan-
ion Clara), David Tennant (the 
Tenth Doctor) with Billie Piper 
and John Hurt. 
BBC has also announced 
that the special episode will see 
a release in U.S. theaters, with 
more details on this front com-
ing soon.
When asked about the spe-
cial event, Tim Davie, CEO of 
BBC Worldwide had this to 
say: “Few TV shows can still 
lay claim to being appointment 
viewing but ‘Doctor Who’ takes 
this to another level. In its 50th 
anniversary year we wanted to 
create a truly international event 
for ‘Doctor Who’ fans in as 
many countries as possible and 
the simultaneous broadcast and 
cinema screening of the special 
across so many countries will 
make for a fitting birthday trib-
ute to our Time Lord.”
Steven Moffat, Showrunner 
for “Doctor Who” and Executive 
Producer of the 50th anniversa-
ry episode, also provided some 
input on the landmark episode. 
“The Doctor has always been a 
time traveller - now he's travel-
ling time zones,” Moffat said. 
“On the 23rd of November, it 
won't be the bad guys conquer-
ing the Earth - everywhere it will 
be The Day of the Doctor!”
While not much is known 
about the plot of the special epi-
sode of the show, the return of 
previous Doctors is something 
that no fan of the series will 
likely miss. “Doctor Who” has 
become an increasingly large hit 
in the U.S., so fans should expect 
a ton of new viewers. 
If you have not previously 
watched an episode, it is recom-
mended that you start off earlier 
in the series, specifically at the 
show’s revival. This is essentially 
a reboot of the series, so if you 
haven’t been watching for over 
40 years, you won’t feel at all left 
out of the fun.
“Doctor Who” is a great show 
for young and old viewers alike, 
and it is considered a national 
treasure in its home of Great 
Britain. The first run of the show 
was a surprising smash hit. It 
lasted until 1989 when waning 
interest in the show resulted in 
its cancellation.
 In 1996, there was a one-off 
television movie titled “Doc-
tor Who” created by Univer-
sal Pictures and 20th Century 
Fox Television. While the show 
didn’t fare so well in the U.S., it 
did very well in the U.K. 
The 50th anniversary episode 
of the show, “Day of the Doctor,” 
will be aired by the BBC on Nov. 
23 at 2:50 p.m., and the Hope 
College Geek Life will be host-
ing a viewing.
“Thor: The Dark World” 
opens with an incredibly epic 
prologue featuring a massive 
war with the Asgardians be-
ing led by Thor’s (Chris Hems-
worth) grandfather. The film’s 
antagonists are an army of “Dark 
Elves,” led by the Promethian-
looking Malekith (Christopher 
Eccleston). Malekith’s only 
drive is to harness the power 
of a super weapon called “The 
Aether” so that he can plunge 
the universe into eternal dark-
ness. Thor’s grandfather comes 
through for the universe and ul-
timately causes Malekith to sac-
rifice many of his soldiers, and 
then enter hibernation. 
Try as he might, Thor’s 
grandfather cannot destroy The 
Aether, so he hides it some-
where it will (hopefully) never 
be found. Due to the alignment 
of universes, which then causes 
the boundaries of the different 
universes to blur, The Aether is 
found about 30 minutes into the 
film. 
The first thing you’ll notice 
about “Thor: The Dark World” 
is that the man himself (once he 
shows up) is not just a big, dumb 
warrior whose only aim is win-
ning a fight anymore. Although 
there is a massive Tolkien-esque 
battle very early in the film, Thor 
has an air of seriousness about 
him. Whereas Thor was noth-
ing more than a child in a man’s 
body in the first film, it’s obvious 
that he has grown up during his 
time with Tony Stark and The 
Avengers.
While Thor treats his brother 
Loki (Tom Hiddleston) with an 
extreme bout of ignorance for 
the first film, and most of “The 
Avengers,” he has wisened up 
and abandoned any form of trust 
for him. Loki is imprisoned on 
Asgard, and Thor is out bringing 
peace to the nine realms with 
his friends Sif and the Warriors 
Three.
The battle is over just a little 
too quickly, and after some char-
acterization of the more somber 
Thor, the audience is brought 
back to earth for some catch-up 
time with Jane Foster (Natalie 
Portman). She’s a little irked that 
Thor hasn’t talked to her since 
the first film,  even when he was 
back on earth to fight the Chi-
tauri in “The Avengers.”
Foster  stumbles across a 
portal to the place where Thor’s 
granddad hid The Aether (sur-
prise, surprise), and it latches 
onto her much like the Venom 
Symbiote does Spider-Man. This 
wakes up Malekith, and also 
makes Foster the universe’s most 
valuable person. Thor returns to 
earth in a dazzling visual specta-
cle only to scoop her up and take 
her back to Asgard so he can try 
and get The Aether out of her. 
In another unsurprising 
move, Malekith launches an at-
tack on Asgard, giving Thor a 
pretty big reason to retaliate 
in the process. In a predictable 
turn of events, Thor and Loki 
must work together again to not 
only save Foster, but to save the 
entire universe from Maliketh’s 
wrath.
The best scenes in “Thor: The 
Dark World” are the ones where 
Loki is on camera. It’s sad that 
so much of the film’s two-hour 
runtime is spent developing 
the overall predictable plot, be-
cause it results in Loki’s screen-
time feeling a little rushed. 
It also doesn’t help that this 
time around Thor doesn’t have 
Tony Stark or Captain America 
around when Loki isn’t there to 
provide some depth and tension.
Kat Dennings returns as Dar-
cy to provide some Whedon-
esque comedy, but one of the 
funniest characters is (surpris-
ingly) Heimdall (Idris Elba). His 
one job is to protect the gates of 
Asgard, and once again he pretty 
much fails in every conceivable 
way. The rainbow bridge Bifrost 
isn’t totally destroyed this time 
around, but it comes pretty close 
thanks to Heimdall’s incompe-
tence. Intentional or not, “Thor: 
The Dark World” wins the award 
for the funniest Marvel film yet.
One of the most disappoint-
ing aspects of the film, second 
only to the prolonged absence 
of Loki, is the painstakingly slow 
development of Thor and Jane 
Foster’s relationship. In comic 
books, it makes sense for love 
plots to develop at an inch-
ing crawl to keep people read-
ing, but in film it just feels like 
a cheap cop-out so that Marvel 
has some filler content on hand 
in case a sequel’s plot runs a little 
thin.
While “Thor: The Dark 
World” is definitely an improve-
ment over the first film, there’s 
a lot of work to be done for 
the inevitable third one. The 
film’s high points are the small 
changes in Thor’s demeanour, 
some truly epic fights and an 
incredible performance from 
Hiddleston. The least likeable 
aspects are the absence of Loki, 
the almost too simple plot line 
and the (continuing) snail’s pace 
love interest development be-
tween Thor and Jane. 
All in all, the film comes 
together in a competent, but 
sometimes frustrating action 
film that just barely earns its 
spot in Phase 2 of the Marvel 
film continuity. 
Photo Courtesy of darkmediaonline
Photo Courtesy of BBC WorldWide
‘Thor: The Dark World’ hammers into the box office
Old doctors return for the ‘Doctor Who 50th Anniversary Special’
A CLAP OF THUNDER— The saving grace of “Thor: The 
Dark World” is without a doubt its incredible cast. Chris Hem-
sworth gets as much out of Thor’s dialogue as possible, while 
Tom Hiddleston’s performance as Loki is Oscar-worthy.
WHEN WORLDS COLLIDE— ‘Dr. Who’ has always been somewhat of a cultural phenom-
enon in the United Kingdom. Breaking 50 years is quite a feat. This is the first time that an 
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The Jack Ridl Visiting Writers 
Series finished the fall season 
off last Thursday with slam poet 
Patricia Smith. An author of six 
critically-acclaimed volumes of 
poetry and a four-time national 
individual champion of “Poetry 
Slam,” Patricia Smith is a master 
storyteller who Hope College 
was privileged to experience.
Smith prefers the title of 
storyteller rather than poet. 
She sees life as a continuous 
narrative in which she can take 
little snapshots in time to tell a 
story. Each day is exhilarating 
because it offers a blank canvas. 
She allows her passion to feed 
her, and she doesn’t allow her 
passion to have limits. In this 
way, Smith fearlessly pursues 
defining the human condition 
in whichever genre she sees fit. 
Poetry is simply the genre she 
uses most often and is the one 
she most respects due to its 
ability to tell big stories in small 
spaces.
However, becoming the 
world’s most decorated slam 
poet does not happen by 
coincidence. Growing up as a 
minority in Chicago, Smith had 
many stories to tell and questions 
to reconcile: How does a woman 
like my mother end up with a 
man like my father? Did anyone 
else’s mother scrub their skin 
with Lysol hoping to make it less 
black? How do I help this little 
girl vocalize and come to terms 
with her parents’ passing?
Smith brought these stories 
to her city, to open-mic nights 
and smoky taverns. There she 
met powerful storytellers and 
witnessed the ability of poetry to 
leave an audience stunned silent 
not knowing whether to scream, 
applaud, dance or what. 
Through all her stories and 
struggles, Smith realized the 
truth that we are never alone. 
Her writing seeks to spread this 
awareness and encourage others 
to take charge of their own 
stories by engaging the human 
family we all share. 
She inspires hope by 
demonstrating confidence that 
when she writes something 
particular to her life she knows 
someone will have a parallel to 
that. She wants to give people 
a “second throat,” a newfound 
voice that follows the realization: 
“I didn’t know I could write 
about that.”
Beyond being profoundly 
introspective, Smith is 
renowned for her unique voice 
characterized by a wonderfully 
brash attitude and clever diction. 
“I want to put my work on a 
table without my name on it and 
have you recognize it,” Smith 
said at the Q&A session.
Her vibrant scope of the 
world carries incredible weight 
when she performs her poetry. 
Having lived alongside her 
poetry for years, Smith often 
has her poems memorized 
and knows exactly what kind 
of timing and emphasis to put 
on each word. She even speaks 
in her characters’ vernaculars 
(to some listeners’ discomfort), 
boldly crossing lines that need 
to be crossed.
“You just do it, and then you 
say, ‘Let me tell you more about 
it,’” Smith said.
Smith’s art should not be 
interpreted as shock-and-awe or 
performance-based. She prides 
herself on being at the juncture 
between performance and craft 
where her listeners can hear the 
story first and understand how 
the performance complements 
that.
Smith puts a great deal of 
thought into each performance. 
She selects poems that she 
thinks her audience needs to 
hear, looks for those listeners 
who are leaning forward in 
their seats and resents the idea 
of a reading being a one-way 
street. She rummaged through 
a number of poems while 
performing at the Knickerbocker 
Theatre and ended up choosing 
multiple poems dealing with 
womanhood. It was interesting 
to see her reaction to Holland 
come through in that way. 
The stories Smith tells are 
what heals our souls collectively 
and individually. They are an 
invitation to take control of your 
own story, calling us to scream 
our humanity to the skies and 
listen for the echoes saying, “Me 
too.”
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JRVWS welcomes Patricia Smith 
A POEM FOR EVERY PLACE— Smith chooses poems to read that she thinks her audience 
needs to hear. After spending a day in Holland, she had more poems than she could read.
Brady Van Malsen
Arts Co-Editor
Photo by NiCk bymA
This Week in ArT
Juried Student Art Show     Nov. 1-Dec. 8
-DePree Art Gallery
Knickerbocker Film Series: “Wadjda”   Nov. 18-23
-Knickerbocker Theatre, 7:30 p.m.
“The Playboy of the Western World”   Nov. 20-23
-DeWitt Theater, 8 p.m.
Wind Chamber Recital     Nov. 21
-Wichers Auditorium, 11 a.m.
Choral Evensong      Nov. 21
-Mulder Chapel, 5 p.m.
Jazz Arts Collective and Jazz Combos Concert  Nov. 21
-Dimnent Chapel, 7:30 p.m.
Fall Student Dance Showcase    Nov. 22-23
-Dow Center
Wind Ensemble Concert     Nov. 23
-Dimnent Chapel, 7:30 p.m.
Fall Student Dance Showcase    Nov. 25-26
-Knickerbocker Theatre
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Through Thick and Thin
Photo By Lindsay timmerman
“I’m blessed with such 
a good beard, I feel like 
it’s my duty to 
participate.” 
- Matt Rolain (’16)
Photo By Lindsay timmerman
“I’ve done it for the past 
few years and I think 
it’s a great tradition. 
And some of us are 
blessed with the ability 
to grow great beards.” 
- Luke Wehner (’15)
Photo By Lindsay timmerman
“After one week of not 
shaving, I only had a 
trashy ’stache and other 
types of trash on my 
face.” 
- Joseph Beemer (’16)
The Perseverant
The Resigned
We’re more than halfway through the hairiest month of the year, 
folks. So, who has folded, raising a razor to shed the scraggle? Who 
is sticking with it through thick and thin? It’s time to check in with 
Hope’s prickly No-Shave November observers and participants.
The Famously Unshaven: 
•	 Phil and the rest of the Duck Dynasty
•	 Abraham Lincoln




•	 Dutch, the official mascot of Hope College
•	 Albus Dumbledore, Headmaster of Hogwarts
The Official Movement 
According to the American Cancer Society, “The goal of No-Shave Novem-
ber is to grow awareness by embracing our hair, which many cancer patients 
lose, and letting it grow wild and free.  Donate the money you usually spend 
on shaving and grooming for a month to educate about cancer prevention, 
save lives, and aid those fighting the battle. Participate by growing a beard, 
cultivating a mustache, letting those legs get mangly, and skipping that waxing 
appointment.  Give back even more by picking up some sweet merchandise to 
show your support.  If you’re not ready to sport a new shaggy look, consider 
donating anyway to support the cause.” 
To learn more, visit  www.no-shavenovember.com
“People should shave. The end.”
 - Jackie Zavislak (’14)  
“One day I hope to be able to grow a glorious full beard and mustache.”
 - Joseph Beemer (’16)
“I like No-Shave November because I always have little snacks trapped in my 
mustache that I can eat whenever I’m hungry.”
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One of the greatest gifts that I have been given and will forever be grateful for is the 
ability to love. laugh and make the most of every moment I have with those around me.  
I am thankful for every expereince, good or bad, that has helped shape the person I have 
become.   —Daria Solomon
“ “
     
I am thankful first of all for the opportunity I have here 
at Hope.  I am also thankful for my amazing family of 









































A recent College Humor 
article ranked the top 15 sexiest 
traits in men and women, as 
decided by College Humor 
readers. The list contains the 
usual suspects for both genders, 
with qualities pertaining 
to physical attractiveness, 
intelligence and personality all 
included.
However.
When perusing through 
the article, which was (of 
course) presented in list form, 
we couldn’t help but notice 
something. Something a little 
troubling. 
On the list for men, funniness 
was ranked as the number one 
sexiest quality. To which we say, 
totally! Agreed, 100 percent. 
Make a girl laugh, and half the 
battle is won. (We’re not sure 
what the other half is, but we’re 
guessing hygiene might be part 
of it.)
But scanning the list for 
women, funniness gets placed 
at a measly number four, lagging 
behind eyes, butts and boobs. 
Insert collective eye roll here.
So we decided that if we’re 
going to be objectified to the 
extent that our other positive 
qualities are disregarded, 
we might as well do a little 
objectifying ourselves. What 
goes around comes around, 
right? So here is our highly 
superficial list of features that 
are sexier than funniness in men. 
A quick note: While 
brainstorming this list, we at first 
came up with some interesting 
features.
“Butt chins,” Lauren 
proclaimed.
Claire’s contribution was 
equally troubling. “Flippy hair… 
but wait, I don’t even like flippy 
hair.”
“And I don’t like butt chins!”
That being said, the rest 
of our discussion will be 
highly censored. Mostly for 
the sake of our own dignity. 
Looking good in a suit. (See: 
Ryan Gosling in “Crazy, Stupid, 
Love.”)
A little bit of scruffy five-o-
clock shadow.
Those strangely sexy dreads 
that Brad Pitt has in “Troy.”
The pelvic “V” muscle. Oh 
yeah. Yeah. (See: Ryan Gosling 
in “Crazy, Stupid, Love.”)
Throwing Gatsby-esque 
parties with your Gatsby-esque 
fortune.
A laugh like music, 
punctuated with the most 
earnest of snorts. 
Button-up shirts with rolled-
up sleeves, showing off your 
forearms. If you don’t agree with 
this one, go look at a picture of 
Joseph Gordon-Levitt and then 
we’ll talk.
Lifting things. (See: Hulk in 
“The Avengers.” Just kidding. 
Kind of.)
Having muscles, but not huge 
body-builder muscles. (Don’t 
see: Hulk.)
A voice like Morgan 
Freeman meets Don Draper. 
(Clarification: Not Jon Hamm, 
Don Draper.) 
Maybe just be Don Draper. 
Yes, that’s probably  number 
one.
Being able to do body rolls a 
la Magic Mike.
Being tall.
Harry Potter glasses. Or any 
glasses. But you have to wear 
them like you mean it; get out 
of here with your ironic hipster 
specs.
Smelling nice. (See: Paul 
Rudd in “Anchorman.”)
V-neck shirts. But please, 
no chest hair peeking out. Just, 
please.
Your butt in jeans. But not 
jeans that look like you bought 
them in the juniors section. And 
not in jeans that we worry will 
end up around your ankles as 
you walk across the street. 
Your butt in those just-snug-
enough jeans.
Butts in general. Honestly, 
do you think we actually enjoy 
football? (Important note: Some 
women do, genuinely, enjoy 
football. We’re only speaking 
for ourselves, here.)
So, there you have it. A 
solid jumping off point for men 
looking to get their sexy back. 
Or started. 
And just remember: If 
you don’t appreciate being 
objectified then take this advice 
to heart: When a girl walks in 
with an itty bitty waist and a 
round thing in your face you 
RESPECT HER.
A final note: This column is 
purely satire, our aim is not to 
offend, but to bring awareness 
to what women experience in 
their daily lives. And if it takes 
this disclaimer for you to realize 
its satirical nature before now, 
then you’re probably not funny. 
And sure as heck not sexy.  
 
Lauren is the Amy Poehler to 
Claire’s Tina Fey.




Ask and you May be advised





Take some time for thanks
As we get further and further 
into November, it is easy to 
see that tensions are rising and 
stress is filling the air. 
Assignments are getting 
piled on us and as we get closer 
to the end of the semester, it is 
easy to find ourselves getting 
overwhelmed with all the work. 
I often realize that when 
people get stressed out, they 
tend to become more negative 
and focus on all the problems of 
the days. 
Since Thanksgiving is this 
month, I thought it would be 
a good idea to try to take our 
minds off some of this worry and 
instead focus on the positives in 
our lives. 
I spent some time this week 
encouraging various students 
to take a step out of their hectic 
day and instead think of some 
things they are most thankful 
for. 
This is what they had to say:
 This year, I am thankful for the friends I have made here at Hope.
They have made the transition from high school to college seamless and easy, 
and I could not be more blessed to have met them. —mikaila BiSSon
“ “
I am thankful for the positive atmosphere sur-
rounding Hope.  I’ve made so many great friends 
here and it is truly a home away from home.  It’s 
amazing to see people’s faith portrayed in day-to-day 
life and I am thankful I get to expereience that.” 
 —ryan Havey
“ “
I am personally thankful for 
all the opportunities I have been 
presented with this year. While 
sometimes they have proved to 
be a challenge, they have helped 
me grow and become the per-
son I am today. 
I am also thankful for the 
love of God and my family who 
have supported me every step 
of the way.
This month, or whenever 
you get stressed, I encourage 
you, like these students, to take 
a second out of your day and 
think about the things you are 
grateful for. 
When you put aside your 
problems and focus on your 
blessings, you will realize that 
you actually have way more to 
be happy about than worried 
about. 
As Anthony Robbins said, 
"When you are grateful, fear 
disappears and abundance ap-
pears."
I am blessed for being welcomed into a communi-
ty with such smiley, friendly and caring people.  I’ve 
loved having so many opportunities to grow in faith.  
I am so thankful for my family’s support and all the 
new people that I have met who are now a part of my 





“I’m selfish, impatient and a 
little insecure. I make mistakes, 
I am out of control and at times 
hard to handle. But if you can’t 
handle me at my worst, then 
you sure as hell don’t deserve 
me at my best.”
– Marilyn Monroe
have never seen this in the U.S., 
but regular prosciutto crudo 
or fancy deli ham make good 
substitutes. 
Strata is by no means diet 
food. But don’t let yourself be 
tempted to lighten up by being 
stingy with the cheese or using 
skim milk instead of whole. 
Doing so would defeat the 
purpose of the dish: to act as a 
buffer from whatever problems 
lurk outside your door. Toss 
something green on the side if 
you must. Me? I’ll just have a 
second helping, thanks.  
Barbara’s Ham and Cheese 
Strata
18 slices stale bread (such as 
ciabatta or sourdough) 
6 oz. prosciutto or high-
quality deli ham 
8 oz. provolone or gruyere 
cheese, shredded 
5 eggs 
2 c. whole milk (though it’s 
even better made with equal 
parts milk and cream)
½ tsp. salt 
Pepper to taste   
 
Grease the bottom and sides 
of a 13x9-inch baking dish. 
Cover the bottom with a layer 
of bread slices, cutting some 
slices to fit. Arrange half of 
prosciutto evenly over the 
bread. Sprinkle with half of 
the cheese. Top with a second 
layer of bread, prosciutto and 
cheese, in that order. 
In a separate bowl, whisk 
together eggs, milk, salt and 
pepper to taste. Pour egg 
mixture over strata, pressing 
down with a spatula to help the 
bread absorb the liquid. Cover 
and refrigerate for at least 1 
hour or up to overnight. 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees 
F. While oven is heating, 
uncover strata and let come 
to room temperature. Bake 
for 50-60 minutes, or until the 
center is set and slightly puffed. 
Remove from oven. Preheat 
broiler. Place the strata under 
broiler until top is golden, 
about 45 seconds. Let rest for 
10 minutes before cutting into 
squares and serving.                              
 
“If you want 
to know what 
a man’s like, 
take a good 
look at how 
he treats his 
inferiors, not 
his equals.”
– J.K. Rowling 
“We are all search-
ing for someone 
whose demons play 
well with ours.”
– Anonymous
“No matter how big or soft 
or warm your bed is, you still 
have to get out of it.”
– Grace Slick
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The spring I lived in Siena, 
Italy during what was one of 
the wettest, coldest years in 
history—at least according 
to the locals. I had packed as 
economically as I could to 
save room for the inevitable 
souvenirs and mementos and 
neglected to bring a sufficient 
sweater supply. Neither did I 
have waterproof boots, a knee-
length coat, nor many of the 
other accessories that allow 
Italians to walk around for hours 
in the icy drizzle, apparently 
immune to wet feet and frozen 
fingers. 
I did, however, have one 
distinct advantage over my other 
equally ill-equipped American 
classmates; I had strata. 
Whenever my Italian host mom, 
Barbara, whipped up a pan of 
this gooey, creamy concoction 
for dinner, I was in luck. For her, 
strata used up leftover bread and 
made for a meal even my finicky 
host sisters gobbled down. But 
for me, strata was the warm 
revitalizing hug I needed after a 
long day exploring a foreign city. 
New and familiar all at once, 
this dish was unlike anything I 
had tried before, yet reminded 
me of the homey casseroles 
served at church potlucks and 
Saturday brunches across the 
Midwest. 
Despite its name, strata can 
be thought of as the love child 
of quiche and stuffing; savory, 
sinful and oh so addictive. 
Layers of cheese and bread 
are imbued with silky custard 
that gets slightly crisp on top 
while the bottom stays soft 
and pillowy. In Italy, Barbara 
would use prosciutto cotto, a 
less-processed and un-smoked 
version of American ham. I 
Food on the run
College cookery: from Italy 
with love
I turned 22 years old on Nov. 
15, and I’m officially the age I 
will be when I graduate from 
college. 
My birthday was a good 
one. It was an uplifting boost to 
receive love from all around, and 
I can’t thank people enough for 
the kind words. 
I had a couple of classes, 
packed for a cross country trip 
to Grand Rapids, listened to 
Taylor Swift’s “22” (and watched 
the music video) and received a 
birthday brownie at Macaroni 
Grill in GR. I also played some 
Yahtzee, talked with my parents 
and praised God for life.
One of the coolest gifts was 
a voicemail from my sister, Kari, 
who is entering into her final 
days as a Peace Corps member 
in Rwanda. She arrives home on 
Dec. 2, and she’s been gone since 
September 2011. I haven’t seen 
her in 27 months, and reuniting 
with her will make my year.
I could take you through my 
whole birthday, but I’ll focus on 
one thought that stood out. 
I’d thought about this before 
I turned 22, but I gave it greater 
thought on Nov. 15 when I 
pondered about having roughly 
six months of school left. I 
thought about life and how 
fleeting it is, but I also thought 
about how much time remains 
to make a difference and make 
the most of my time on earth. 
I thought about 10 years ago, 
when I was a boy at the age of 
12, not even a teenager and 
still trying to find my identity 
and interests. Considering how 
distant that age seemed, I fast-
forwarded my life 10 years to 
the age of 32. I didn’t give much 
thought to where I’d be or what 
my work life would look like, 
but I did say to myself, “Wow, 
that’s still young.” At 32, I will 
be 10 years out of college. So 
much can happen in that span 
of time, and that gives me hope 
and excitement. It’s a cool, weird 
thought.
I think several of us get to the 
end of our school career feeling 
satisfied, fatigued and all what’s-
next-in-life, when really there 
is so much ahead. My cousin, 
who is currently 33 years old, 
recently posted something on 
Facebook that connected with 
this thought. And, what’s better, 
he posted it on the day of my 
birthday.
Here’s what he had to say: 
“Why is it that I didn’t actually 
want to start learning until long 
after I graduated from college?!? 
I feel like I went through 20-
some odd years thinking that 
I was pretty much near the 
end of the book as it related to 
learning, and now I’ve realized 
that I’m not even through the 
first sentence of the first page of 
the first chapter!”
I can’t wait to keep learning 
and keep asking questions. It’s 
my senior year and I still set foot 
on places on campus that I didn’t 
even know existed. I’ve learned 
from freshmen, and I’ve asked 
some questions that you’d think 
a senior should surely know the 
answer to. That’s the power of 
learning, of experiencing. 
I’m never going to know 
everything or see everything in 
this life, and this fact exhilarates 
me and assures me that learning 
will never stop.  
“We want to see, to explore. 
We, as human beings... We need 
that.” - Buzz Aldrin
Letters from Nana and Gramps







“Every flower must 
grow through dirt.”
– Anonymous
“Don’t cry because it’s over, 
smile because it happened.”
– Dr. Seuss
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and includes live music, food, 
local vendors and an overload 
of “Black Squirrel spirit.” Kent 
State representatives comment 
that the Black Squirrel Festival 
is meant to welcome new and 
returning students to campus, 
just as the black squirrel was 
once welcomed onto campus. 
The spirit of the black squirrel’s 
immigration is celebrated more 
than the squirrels themselves.
And yet, in 2009 for the uni-
versity’s 100-year anniversary in 
Kent State celebrates 32nd 
annual Black Squirrel Festival
w SQUIRREL, from page 1
Phi Sig sock drive a success
Photo Courtesy of John May
MISSION ACCOMPLISHED— Men of Phi Sigma Kappa organized a collection of socks for 
the Holland Rescue Mission. In total, over 100 pairs of socks were collected and donated. The 
Holland Rescue Mission is an organization that seeks to provide services and necessities to 
homeless men, women and children in the Holland area.
2010, Kent State’s President Les-
ter Lefton, with his wife Linda, 
donated a 30-inch statue of the 
black squirrel which resides in 
the student center. The design 
for the statue was the result of a 
class project and competition in 
an animation and computer de-
sign class at Kent State.
Clearly, Hope is not the only 
school harboring a not-so-secret 
love of the black squirrel. Per-
haps Hope students in the future 
will memorialize and appreciate 
the uniqueness of black squirrels 
like students at Kent State.
LEADING THE WAY— Students from over a dozen colleges 
attended the conference to learn about diversity and inclu-
sion. Pictured L to R: Lequietta Perkins (Albion College), Lau-
ren Adejumo (Denison University), Ashton Shelton (Hope Col-
lege ’15) and Jasmine Jefferson (Denison University).
Photo by ashton shelton
Hope students visit Denison 
University for GLCA conference
Join The Anchor staff this spring
The Anchor is looking to fill the following PAID 
positions for the spring 2014 semester:
World News Co-Editor
Business/Ads Manager
If you are interested in joining The Anchor 
staff, please email a resume and a writing 
sample to anchor@hope.edu.
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ThiS Week in SporTS
Thursday          Nov. 21 
Volleyball
vs. Wis.-Stevens Point at 8 p.m.
NCAA DIII National Quarterfinals
Friday          Nov. 22 
Hockey
vs. University of Michigan-Flint at 
7:30 p.m. at Edge Ice Arena
Volleyball
NCAA DIII National Semifinals 
Saturday          Nov. 23 
Volleyball
 NCAA DIII National Final at 7 p.m.
in Brief
VOLLEYBALL ADVANCES IN 
NATIONAL TOURNAMENT   
           
After a weekend of three 
straight wins for Hope’s vol-
leyball team at Elmhurst (Ill.), 
the Flying Dutch will be com-
peting in the NCAA Divi-
sion III national quarterfi-
nals on their home court. 
On Thursday, Nov. 14, the 
Dutch swept Webster in the 
first round. On Friday, Hope 
blew past Otterbein 3-1 for the 
second time this season in the 
Great Lakes Regional Semi-
final. On Saturday, Elmhurst 
was no match for the Dutch, 
as Hope won in 3-1 fashion. 
Head coach Becky Schmidt’s 
Flying Dutch (32-2) will com-
pete on Thursday, Nov. 21 at 8 
p.m. in the national quarterfi-
nals at DeVos Fieldhouse against 








Hope College hockey swept 
Michigan State over the week-
end, winning 8-1 at home and 
then again in East Lansing, 2-1. 
Goals scored on Friday in-
cluded two from Justin Glick 
(’14) and one each from Drew 
O’Brien (’15), Caleb Digison 
(’14), Caleb Morgan (’15), Jared 
Lehman (’15), Jamie Haak (’14) 
and Eric Webb (’15). Ryan Re-
stum (’16) and O’Brien each 
contributed three assists, El-
liott Digison (’17) and Zach 
Schaap (’16) each recorded two 
assists, and Glick, C. Digison, 
Morgan, Lehman and Rob Cal-
vert (’15) had one assist each. 
On Saturday, Calvert 
and Lehman fired in one 
goal apiece to take the win 
for the Flying Dutchmen.
In goal for the Dutchmen was 
Drew Cook (’14) with 18 saves on 
Friday and 29 saves on Saturday. 
The Flying Dutchmen, now 
11-2 overall, will play Univer-
sity of Michigan-Flint at Edge 
Ice Arena on Friday at 7:30 p.m. 
Hope will then travel to Flint on 
Saturday for a 3:30 p.m. matchup. 
Men’s soccer  upended by Wartburg
Hope’s men’s soccer team 
upset ninth-ranked Wisconsin-
Oshkosh on Friday in the first 
round of the NCAA Division 
III Tournament but lost in the 
second round to Wartburg on 
Saturday. 
Head coach Steve Smith’s 
Dutchmen travelled to Waverly, 
Iowa last weekend in hopes of 
extending their season with a 
run in the NCAA Tournament. 
“I knew the team that we 
were playing first was very 
talented, so that got our team 
really excited too,” Toby Blom 
(’16) said. “However, I knew that 
we were ready for the challenge 
and that every player was going 
to step up.”
From the beginning of 
the game against Wisconsin-
Oshkosh, Hope made its 
presence known. Logan 
Sikkenga (’15) scored the first 
goal in the 13th minute with an 
assist by Grant Neil (’14). This 
goal gave Sikkenga seven total 
for the season. 
The rest of the half went 
by without another goal. Nine 
shots were tallied by both teams 
at the end of the first half, four of 
which were Hope’s. 
The second goal came from 
Matthew VanZytveld (’14) in 
the 54th minute. This marked a 
second assist by Neil, his 10th 
of the season. VanZytveld ended 
the season with two goals.
Wisconsin-Oshkosh tried 
to rally back but could only 
produce one goal during the 
game. Scoring in the 87th 
minute, the Titans did not have 
time to make a full comeback. 
Hope won the game 2-1.
Goalie Ethan Beswick (’16) 
made two saves during the game, 
one in each half. Hope finished 
the game with eight shots.
The team continued through 
the playoffs with the NCAA 
Division III second-round game 
at Wartburg in Iowa.
“Obviously, any time a team 
plays at home it is nice because 
you don’t have to travel, you are 
use to the playing surface, and 
you have fans that come and 
support,” Blom said. “I would 
not necessarily say they had an 
advantage, but they were a great 
team.”
The game against Wartburg 
on Saturday started at a slow 
pace. Both teams were tied at 
0-0 at the end of the first half. 
It wasn’t until late in the second 
half that goals started to appear. 
Wartburg scored in the 
74th minute of play. Hope fans 
anxiously bit their nails as they 
waited for their team to come 
back. Just three minutes after 
the initial goal, Jason Muller 
(’14) leveled the score at 1-1. It 
was his 16th and final goal of the 
season. 
Regulation time ended with 
the score remaining at 1-1. A 
period of overtime was added to 
the clock. The first team to score 
a goal would win the game and 
move on to the next round. 
Unfortunately for Hope, that 
goal came from Wartburg in the 
98th minute of play. After their 
first three attempts missed, the 
Knights were able to sneak one 
past Hope.  
Beswick saved six shots 
before the last one went by him. 
He finished the season with 93 
saves. Hope had recorded 10 
shots in regulation time, but 
none in overtime. 
Muller was the recipient of 
this year’s Dr. Marv Zuidema 
Award. The award honors a 
senior for their contributions to 
team play, leadership qualities 
and demonstration of ethical 
virtues, as well as their excellence 
in both athletics and academics. 
Muller, Neil, Sikkenga and 
Tarwo Konbloa (’15) were 
selected by MIAA coaches for 
the All-MIAA First Team, while 
Cameron Dice (’15) and Beswick 
were named Second-Team 
selections.
The Dutchmen finished the 
season with a 17-5-2 record. The 
team scored 57 goals and had 35 
assists. Hope struck 428 shots 
this season, averaging 17.8 shots 
per game. 
“The team this year was 
something special,” Blom said. 
“The guys on the team bonded 
very well and we were like a 
brotherhood. We were all talking 
about how we are bummed that 
soccer is over, but we were more 
bummed because of the fact that 
we don’t get to see each other 
every day. 
“Everyone had everyone’s 
back and this was really cool to 
see. We had some great leaders 
on the team this year and that 
made the season much more 
enjoyable for everyone.”
Hope will look to bounce 
back next season and make 
another appearance in the 
NCAA Tournament. 
The team this year 
was something spe-
cial, the guys on the 
team bonded very 
well and we were 
like a brotherhood.




Busman leads Dutch to nationals berth
Head coach Mark Northuis’ 
men’s and women’s cross 
country teams competed in the 
NCAA Division III Great Lakes 
Regional on Saturday at Calvin 
College. 
The top two teams in both 
the men’s and women’s races 
clinched automatic berths to 
the NCAA Division III National 
Championships. The Flying 
Dutch received an at-large bid to 
nationals after finishing third on 
Saturday. 
On the men’s side, Hope 
finished ninth in a field of 
35 teams, bettering a 12th-
place showing from last year’s 
regional. Wabash captured the 
men’s team title with 60 points, 
and Calvin was second with 79. 
Crossing the line first for the 
Dutchmen was Joseph Beemer 
(’16) in 33rd place with a time 
of 26 minutes, 4 seconds for the 
8,000-meter race. Beemer’s top-
35 finish earned him All-Region 
honors.
Ben Zank (’15) was second for 
Hope in 26:23, and James Rogers 
(’14) was right behind Zank in 
26:25. Sam Pederson (’14) and 
Julian Morrison (’17) completed 
the scoring for the Dutchmen, 
posting times of 26:35 and 26:46, 
respectively. 
Tyler Brinks (’17) and Zach 
Zandbergen (’15) were sixth 
and seventh, respectively, for 
Hope. Saturday marked the end 
of the men’s 2013 campaign. 
The Dutchmen will have five 
of their seven regional runners 
returning for the 2014 season.
The Flying Dutch just 
missed an automatic bid to the 
NCAA Division III National 
Championships, finishing third 
behind second-place Oberlin by 
one point in a race featuring 33 
teams.
Calvin took the women’s title, 
scoring 54 points to Oberlin’s 
104 and Hope’s 105. Hope won 
the Great Lakes Regional last 
season. 
On Saturday, Meredith 
Busman (’14) was the first Hope 
runner to cross the line, taking 
15th place in a time of 22 minutes, 
17 seconds for the 6,000-meter 
race. Sheri McCormack (’14) 
was in contention for the win 
for most of the race but faded to 
17th with a time of 22:25.
Casey Campbell (’16) was 
third for the Dutch in 22:30 and 
19th place, while Camille Borst 
(’14) crossed in 22:32 and 20th 
place. Erin Herrmann (’17) also 
scored for the Dutch, finishing 
39th overall in 22:56.
Michelle Kerr (’16) and Emily 
Wrozek (’15) completed the 
Dutch’s regional squad. Busman, 
McCormack, Campbell and 
Borst all took home All-Region 
honors for Hope. 
Northuis will lead the Dutch 
into Hanover, Ind., on Saturday, 
Nov. 23 for the NCAA Division 
III National Championships. 
This will mark the women’s 
11th appearance at nationals 
in school history and the 
fourth consecutive run for a 
championship. The women’s 
race is set to go off at 11 a.m. ET.
PhoTo by AlyssA m PhoTogrAPhy
NEXT UP: NATIONALS— Sheri McCormack (’14) runs stride-for-stride in the lead with Cal-





The Flying Dutchmen football 
team suffered a heartbreaking 
loss on Saturday, Nov. 16 as 
they hosted Albion College 
for the MIAA Conference 
Championship.  After one of the 
most thrilling games for Hope 
all season, the Dutchmen could 
not hang on and fell 34-31.
Hope got the opportunity 
to play for the conference 
championship after compiling a 
7-2 overall record and 4-1 record 
in conference play with their 
only losses to Illinois Wesleyan 
and Adrian.  The Britons had the 
same overall record, but had a 
5-0 MIAA record.
The stage was set. It was sure 
to be a great matchup between 
two longtime conference rivals. 
Last year, the Flying Dutchmen 
pulled out an eight-point win 
against the Britons in the last 
game of the season. 
Hope had to feed off of a 
tremendous turnout of over 
2,300 fans in Holland and play a 
fundamentally sound game. 
“Our only real goal was to 
beat Albion, and win the MIAA 
championship,” Greg Bird (’14) 
said.
Albion won the coin toss and 
chose to defer to the Dutchmen. 
Hope started the game with a 
dead-end drive, and the Britons 
answered with much of the 
same, only running three plays 
before being forced to punt the 
ball away.  
On Hope’s second possession, 
the Dutchmen marched 76 yards 
to Albion’s six-yard line where 
they settled for a field goal and 
went ahead 3-0.
The next two possessions for 
Albion ended each time with a 
score.  First, they kicked a field 
goal from 33 yards out to knot 
up the score at 3-3.  Then, on 
the third play of the next drive, 
the Britons rushed 39 yards for 
a touchdown. They were now 
ahead 10-3.  
The quarter ended with 
a fumble from running back 
Shawn Jackson (’14) with 31 
seconds left to play.
To begin the second quarter, 
Albion capitalized on the Hope 
fumble and ended the drive with 
a field goal.  Adding to their lead, 
the field goal made the score 13-
3.  If Hope wanted to avoid a 
blowout, they had to act now.  
From the 12-minute mark 
on in the second quarter, the 
Dutchmen went off by scoring 
twice.  The first came at 11:27 
as quarterback Michael Atwell 
(’14) completed a 28-yard pass to 
Matt Kroll (’16) for a touchdown. 
Then, at 6:49, Vincent Boddy 
(’14) caught a 77-yard pass from 
Atwell to score. 
The momentum in the game 
had turned, and the Flying 
Dutchmen were now ahead 
17-13.  A huge defensive play 
came after Hope scored its last 
touchdown.  Bird sacked Albion 
quarterback Dominic Bona for 
an eight-yard loss at Hope’s own 
38-yard line.  This stifled the 
Albion drive and forced them to 
punt the ball away.
After a Briton field goal to 
make the score 17-16 in favor 
of the Dutchmen, Hope’s Adam 
Drooger (’14) intercepted a 
pass and returned it 67 yards 
for a touchdown.  This gave the 
Dutchmen some insurance as 
they went into halftime leading 
24-16.
The majority of the third 
quarter can be characterized 
by back-and-forth drives that 
resulted in punts from either 
team.  
Hope’s punt defense was 
truly tested during this quarter 
as they gave up a multitude of 
quality returns to the Britons. 
With 2:01 remaining in the 
third quarter, Albion rushed 
53 yards for a touchdown, 
then completed the two-point 
conversion to tie the game at 24-
24.
The fourth quarter was the 
final straw for the Dutchmen. 
Everything they worked for in 
the offseason and during the 
summer would be tested in this 
mere 15 minutes.  
Just under the 10-minute 
mark, Hope had the first 
chance to strike with a field 
goal.  Unfortunately, Evan Finch 
(’14) missed short on a 40-yard 
attempt.  As Albion took over 
on downs, they capitalized and 
took the lead with a field goal 
of their own.  The Britons were 
now ahead 27-24.
Now, the Dutchmen needed 
to score.  They put together 
a very successful drive with 
rushing contributions from 
Zach Boersma (’17) and Jackson. 
Also, Atwell completed a few 
passes before finally throwing 
a 17-yard touchdown pass to 
Taylor Brynaert (’15) that put 
the Dutchmen ahead 31-27. 
This score occurred with 1:57 
remaining, and all the Dutchmen 
had to do was hold the Britons 
for under two minutes.  
Instead, Albion had a quick 
answer as Sage Alward caught 
a four-yard pass that put the 
Britons ahead 34-31.  
With just four seconds left 
on the game clock, Hope called 
a timeout and set up for a field 
goal at Albion’s 14-yard line; it 
would be a 30-yard attempt for 
Finch.  After a high snap, Finch’s 
kick hit the left crossbar and 
was no good.  The Britons were 
victorious.
Amid the heartbreak, the 
Dutchmen had a successful 
season. It was the first time 
since 2007 they were in 
contention late for the MIAA 
Championship. Also, from an 
individual standpoint, many 
players flourished extensively 
by putting up record-breaking 
numbers.
“I thought we played the best 
as a team this year compared 
to every other year I have been 
here,” Atwell said. “We did 
everything as a team.”
Football falls in final game of season
Kyle Bernaciak
AssistAnt sports Editor
The Flying Dutchmen’s 2013 campaign concluded after a 34-31 loss to Albion on Saturday in Holland 
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GOAL-LINE DEFENSE— The Flying Dutchmen suffered a heartbreaking three-point defeat 
against the Albion Britons on Saturday to fall short of the MIAA Championship, ending their 
season with an overall 7-3 record (4-2 MIAA).
I thought we played 
the best as a team 
this year compared 
to every other year I 
have been here. We 
did everything as a 
team.
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